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GI Justice 


An investigation has been start- 
ed of Army and Navy courts-mar- 
tial systems, the war-time records 
of which have been found to be 
filled with revolting injustices. 
Men of no legal experience or of 
low grade civilian standing, bar 
keepers, cigar clerks, political 
ward heelers elevated to officers’ 
positions through political pull or 
brass hat favoritism, sat in judg- 
ment on American boys 10,000 
miles from home. 

Behind the courts-martial rec- 
ords is the fact that these erring 
American boys, most of whom 
never drank before going into the 
service, had been plied with intoxi- 
cating liquors by the most skillful 
and damning plot of exploitation 
ever perpetrated by any scheming 
commercial monopoly. Yet no word 
of censure or blame appeared in 
Army records or in press or ra- 
dio, telling that underlying the 
vast majority of the crimes com- 
mitted in uniform is the story of 
a drunken lad committing a crime 
he’d never dream of doing when 
sober. The politicians are suppress- 
ing this part of the investigation, 
while the press and radio remains 
silent in subservient respect to 
the powerful liquor interests. 

Of the 142 men hanged by the 
Army, many were sentenced for 
rape, and most of the soldiers were 
admittedly drunk at the time of 
the crime. Chaplains have written 
of such cases. A boy in France 
was sentenced to many years’ im- 
prisonment for assault on a French 
girl and her supposed father. The 
gir] was known to be a prostitute. 
The GI paid her some money; she 
demanded more, The French “fa- 
ther” appeared and violently sup- 
ported her claim. The drunken GI 
fought his way out, seriously 
wounding the girl. However, GI 
pals claimed she was back at her 
station a few nights later. 

A noisy, drunken GI (19 years 
old) was talking to a German girl 
when an American officer came 
by and ordered the GI to move on. 
The GI accused the officer of try- 
ing to “horn in.” The officer claim- 
ed that he “shoved” the GI, The 
German girl said they fought, the 
officer striking the GI in the face 
first. The officer fell and cut his 


(continued on next page) 


HE ONLY MIRACLE that can save America from a severe and 

painful economic explosion during the next few years is an awak- 
ening to the fact that in a democracy everything finally rests upon 
the moral responsibility of the people. Unfortunately such responsi- 
bility is at a very low ebb today. Empty heads, empty hearts and empty 
churches reveal that democracy is decaying at its roots. If we are to 
save our democracy and restore its strength, we must fill our churches 
with people, our hearts with courage and our heads with truth. And 
it cannot be the twisted half-truths of the headlines, but the unchang- 
ing, relentless truths of God. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


AGES AND LIVING COSTS. America’s labor and industrial 

strife is not over. Both AFL and CIO leaders are saying that, if 
living costs continue to rise, pay must also go up accordingly. Walter 
Reuther, president of the auto workers union (CIO), the most power- 
ful union in the world, is actually girding his forces for another 
onslaught against present wage rates unless the upward trend in prices 
is halted. 

Top flight economists give us 24 to 30 months of continued pros- 
perity and then a descent toward depression. The young, able, univer- 
sity-trained labor leaders, who are coming more and more into places 
of power, believe that our whole economic system must be overhauled 
if necessary to forestall that depression. It is finally being realized that 
nothing has yet been done to change the old business system of boom- 
and-bust cycles, and that neither the government nor business is geared 
to make the changes necessary to prevent the recurrence of these cycles. 
And as labor sees it, big business isn’t worried because its representa- 
tives will still have three ample meals a day and will be concerned only 
with watching the stock market. Workers’ families, on the other hand, 
will go hungry again, their children will not have warm clothing and 
shoes, and will be subject to improper diet and decaying teeth. 

Hence the new crop of able young labor leaders is getting set 
for an all-out fight to prevent America’s workers from being dragged 
down into another depression experience. 


Ops COULD HELP. But congressmen are human beings. 

They should legislate to control strikes and labor leaders. How- 
ever, they must depend on votes at home, and the organized workers’ 
vote is becoming more and more powerful. Congress should legislate 
industrial and economic reforms, but big business pressure, exerted 
directly from Wall Street and through political machinery at home, 
can make the future of a congressman look shaky. 

The average congressman would be glad to go ahead and create 
the badly needed legislation, but he can’t count on the support of the 
majority of people at home who are attached neither to labor nor big 
business but who are indifferent and selfish and make no effort to be 
informed on the real nature of the issues. The congressman is caught 
between the conflicting labor and business pressure and nothing gets 
done. So the progress we make is only that which comes slowly and 
painfully through the grinding of the mills of experience. 


(continued on next page) 


Business Spokesman 


The press and radio speak 
much of communistic and totali- 
tarian influence in labor ranks, 
but an enlightening study can also 
be made of the personalities and 
forces that are guiding large busi- 
ness interests and the organiza- 
tions that promote the welfare of 
the financial and industrial monop- 
olies. 

For instance, Frederick C. Craw- 
ford, chairman of the executive 
board of the National Association 
of Manufacturers and one of the 
most prominent spokesmen for 
big business circles, is very widely 
and favorably reported in the 
press. It was Crawford who, after 
a visit to Europe, told audiences 
in New York and elsewhere that 
“France and Belgium prospered 
under Nazi rule and... their 
people would have been content 
to live with the swastika if they 
hadn’t been liberated by under- 
ground scum.” 

Mr. Crawford said that in 
France, Belgium and Norway the 
non-collaborationists were only 
communists, underworld types and 
ex-convicts, while the collabora- 
tionist businessmen cooperated 
with the Nazis and prospered un- 
der a Nazi-created boom. Noted 
French democratic leaders pro- 
tested these wild accusations as 
did many American authorities, 
and certainly Eisenhower, Bradley 
and Patton have uttered words of 
praise for members of the Libera- 
tion movement. 

Crawford is well known to be an 
admirer of fascism, After a trip 
to Europe in 1939 he expressed 
enthusiasm for Mussolini’s rule in 
Italy and said: “What difference 
does it make if the dictatorship of 
Germany is consuming one-fourth 
of production for military grand- 
eur or whether the bureaucracy of 
the New Deal is consuming one- 
fourth of production to maintain 
itself?” 

There are indeed communists 
and radical influences in labor. It 
is one of our major problems. But 
the Christian layman, to keep a 
balanced picture in his mind, must 
not overlook the fact that undemo- 
cratic and unchristian influences 
prevail on the other side of Amer- 
ica’s industria] and social picture 
as well. 





GI Justice 


(continued) 
head, Both were drunk, but the 
GI went to prison camp. The offi- 
cer was not even reprimanded. 

Other cases well known in Army 
circles give an idea of brass hat 
justice. One junior officer was con- 
victed of illegally transporting 
British money into France, Al- 
though he was able to prove later 
on that he didn’t know that the 
parcel he carried contained con- 
traband money, and that he was 
carrying out the orders of his com- 
manding officer, the case has not 
been reopened and no clemency has 
been granted. The commanding of- 
ficer admitted the truth of the 
lieutenant’s story and committed 
suicide. 

The refusal, in some cases the 
inability, to drill has received pen- 
alties out of all proportion to the 
offense. Two soldiers in camps in 
the United States were sentenced 
to 40 years for disobeying a drill 
order, A soldier in France, who 
claimed that he had suffered such 
exposure to cold that he was un- 
able to stand, was sentenced to 
death for refusing to drill, and an- 
other death sentence for refusing 
to drill with a rifle was meted out 
to a political objector in this coun- 
try. Later this sentence was com- 
muted to life imprisonment, 

The discriminatory caste system 
is an incubator for complaints 
against the present courts-martial 
system. A long prison sentence 
was given a Marine corporal who 
accidentally discharged his pistol, 
although an officer in the same 
battery had previously done the 
same thing and escaped with only 
a reprimand. The corpora] had 
hurt no one, the officer had acci- 
dentally killed another officer, 


Veteran Power 

The large veterans’ organiza- 
tions are working together to get 
bills through Congress and are thus 
creating a legislative coalition 
which may become the most pow- 
erful pressure group in the coun- 
try. At present 4,500,000 veterans 
belong and pay dues to the three 
major veterans’ groups. Approxi- 
mately 15 million men and women 
wil] be eligible for membership in 
the next few years, 

Leaders of the veterans’ or- 
ganizations are said to be working 
toward passage of a $2,000,000,000 
bonus bil] for World War II vet- 
erans. When unemployment again 
becomes a factor in American eco- 
nomic and social life, these groups 
will understandably be the fore- 
most influence in shaping political 
and economic policy, 


Air Force Facts 
American airmen fought brave- 
ly and successfully. Thousands of 
them died. But the American pub- 
lic is not aware of how the air- 
plane manufacturers and military 
brass hats lied to the American 
people about our superiority in 

equipment and achievement. 
Senator Elbert D. Thomas, chair- 
man of the Senate Military Affairs 
Committee and one of our most re- 
spected veteran statesmen, has 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (cos:inued) 


ORKING CONDITIONS AND STRIKES. For instance the 
coal strike could easily have been prevented without widespread 
loss and discomfort. But the public, misled and blinded by press and 
radio that operate on a policy 99 per cent anti-labor, has paid no 
attention to the fact that the miners have been getting a raw deal on 
compensation, insurance coverage and safety requirements, Even ten 
years ago, hundreds of miners were killed every year and thousands 
injured. We never hear of the little accidents where one or two are 
killed; only big disasters make news. 
The miners had dejectedly accepted these conditions as their fate. 
But in the last five years, with labor’s new power and consciousness, 
the coal miners have become aware of their newly recognized impor- 
tance and are at last demanding their full rights. Since the press, the 
public and the government gave no concern to their demands, the 
whole situation gave John L. Lewis the perfect opportunity for capi- 
talizing on his well known powers as a demagogue. 


POTENTIAL THREAT. The struggle in Europe between Russia 

and Anglo-American interests continues. Here is what is develop- 
ing behind the scenes. Britain and the United States want Germany 
reunited, built up as a self-supporting, industrial nation, but Russia 
knows that big business in London and America has been hiding and 
protecting German industrial leaders. These German industrialists 
were nearly all former Nazi supporters and they fled to the American 
and British zones as the war ended. Moscow is convinced that a united, 
industrially restored Germany will be used against Russia. France, 
fearing a restored Germany, sides with Russia in this. Europe remains 
in a deadlock. 


(ee. In the Russian zone of Germany wide transformations 

are going on. First the Russians got control of the finances by 
taking over the assets of all the banks and by cancelling all debts held 
before the Germans surrendered. Land reforms were established 
whereby the peasants were given acres formerly part of wealthy 
Junker estates. All industrial workers were organized into one union 
and all factories put under the management of workers’ councils. 
Workers are operating the factories and peasants are running the farms 
and there is little unemployment. 

In the western zones everything is still at a standstill and hunger 
and unemployment are rampant. The British, having grabbed off the 
chief industrial zone, the Ruhr, are making heroic efforts to get the 
great steel and iron plants going again at full capacity, contrary to the 
Potsdam agreements. This increases Russian suspicions. 


HE DARDANELLES. The Dardanelles are another point of ten- 

sion. The United States is backing Britain in saying that the 
Dardanelles should be “internationalized”—with Russia holding one- 
fourth share. But Russia replies (never reported in our press) that, 
in that case, the United States should “internationalize’’ the Panama 
Canal, which is four times as far from American soil as is the Dar- 
danelles area from Russia! 


HY PLANES? Also tension has been increased by the news 

that the United States has been sending great fleets of bombers 
and fighter planes into Germany. Even the Associated Press carried 
this story. The government has issued weak denials, but it is known 
that 500 new B-29’s have been ordered for shipment to Germany. Two 
hundred of these have already been shipped, as have hundreds of 
A-26’s, a new, fast attack bomber. Jet propelled fighter planes, P-80’s, 
have arrived in Bremen and four air fields to accommodate these and 
other planes are to be built in Germany. Four similar big new fields 
have already been built in France. 

Apparently a great deal of air power is being concentrated in 
Germany and France. Does this mean war? No, we do not think so. 
But it does mean that the American public is being badly fooled when 
it is told only how the Russians misbehave at the peace table and 
never what lies behind the Russian suspicions and tensions surround- 
ing the negotiations. 

(continued on next page) 





Air Force Facts 
(continued) 


voiced that fact in sensational and 
serious charges, all of which were 
almost entirely hushed up, al- 
though they created a considerable 
stir in Washington. These charges 
reveal] the heart and core of the 
struggle going on in Washington 
over civilian scientific control ver- 
sus military control of our na- 
tional defenses. Stated Senator 
Thomas: 

“Before the war, we were told 
American air power was the best. 
It wasn’t. During the war, we 
were told that it was both best 
and biggest. It wasn’t best; it was 
just biggest. Our combat airmen, 
the fighter pilots and bomber 
crews, fought magnificently with 
the weapons given them. But they 
weren’t the best weapons, Our air 
forces’ high command clung stu- 
pidly and stubbornly to the ideas 
and weapons of yesterday, while 
the Germans developed and used 
those of today and tomorrow. 

“During the war, hundreds of 
press agents, advertising men and 
others skilled at deceiving the 
public were hastily commissioned 
as air forces public relations offi- 
cers. They grossly exaggerated 
combat results, especially in bomb- 
ing operations, Scores of enemy 
strong points were ‘wiped out’ on 
Monday and ‘obliterated’ on Tues- 
day, only to offer the bloodiest re- 
sistance to our ground forces on 
Wednesday. 

“Newspapers and magazines 
were deluged with misleading 
handouts. Thousands of radio pro- 
grams went on the air with simi- 
lar disdain for the truth. Our air 
weapons were described as first, 
best, biggest, fastest, h'ghest, fur- 
thest, hardest-hitting, though Ger- 
man superiority was _ definitely 
known at the time. 

“One of the outstanding hoaxes 
of military history was the myth 
of precision bombing. There was 
no such thing. Direct hits were 
rare. The Germans had a bomb- 
sight so much better than ours 
that it made their ordinary bomb- 
ardiers as good as our experts. 
During and after the war, our Air 
Force spokesmen _ignored or be- 
littled the new German weapons— 
jet and rocket planes, and V-1 and 
V-2 rockets. Once such weapons 
were in our hands, the fashion 
changed.” 

The Senator said that all the 
whooping about the new Air 
Forces rockets was absurd in view 
of the fact that these weapons are 
as far behind the German V-1’s 
and V-2’s as our propeller-driven 
planes were behind the German 
jet and rocket planes. 

“It would be comic if it were 
not so tragic in revelation of our 
professional military’s lack of vi- 
sion and consequent laggard de- 
velopment,” Thomas said, 

“The Germans produced the 
weapons of today and tomorrow, 
while we improved those of World 
War I.... The defense offered 
by the Air Forces when charged 
with lack of progress is that they 
weren’t given enough money, That 
is largely nonsense. They had 


(continued on next page) 





Air Force Facts 
(continued) 

enough money to build the right 
kind of planes. The millions spent 
on minor improvements or fail- 
ures with propeller-driven planes 
would have produced jet planes. 
It was vision, not money, which 
was lacking.” 

Senator Thomas reminded his 
hearers that General “Hap” Ar- 
nold, chief of the Army Air Forces 
during and after the war, said 
that the American people were to 
blame for our lack of prepared- 
ness in the air. 

“We thought that we had the 
best weapons and methods in the 
world, because of misleading as- 
surances given us by military pro- 
fessionals,” Thomas said. “The gen- 
eral errs if he means that the 
American public—you and I—are 
responsible for these inexcusable 
deficiencies. Responsibility for 
clinging to obsolete weapons and 
doctrines rests with the Air Forces, 
and final responsibility rests with 
their chief. 

“The truth is that our Air 
Forces suffer the ailments com- 
mon to al] military self-perpetu- 
ating organizations — ruling 
cliques, caste, politics, petty bu- 
reaucracy, fixed regulations, the 
purely arbitrary authority of rank 
and seniority, and promotion for 
reasons other than genuine abil- 
ity. All these factors encourage 
acceptance of the past and dis- 
courage vision for the future. 

“For all these reasons, our fu- 
ture air defense should be in ci- 
vilian hands—in some organization 
such as the National Defense Re- 
search Council—composed of the 
best scientific minds in America. 
The civilian group should origi- 
nate, direct and contro] research, 
experiment, and development of 
new planes and other weapons. It 
should have full and final authority 
to accept or reject new ideas, to 
declare old weapons obsolete, and 
to substitute new ones. 

‘Tt is unlikely that the Air 
Forces would welcome such a 
change, but we dare not face the 
future with air power limited by 
military minds.” 


Danger 

“One World Or None,” publish- 
ed by McGraw-Hill ($1.00), is a 
vigorous analysis of the problems 
created by the atomic bomb. Sev- 
enteen writers, including the sci- 
entists Einstein, Urey, Ridenour, 
and others, insist that there is no 
defense against the atomic bomb 
except the complete abolition of 
war and armament races. Harold 
Urey concludes his chapter, “How 
Does It All Add Up,” by saying 
that this is “the most dangerous 
situation that humanity has ever 
faced in al] history.” 


GE Hinders Progress 

General Electric Company sup- 
pressed for four years the beta- 
tron, a machine which produces 
high energy rays capable of 
smashing the atom. This revolu- 
tionary scientific invention may 
make it possible to concentrate a 
greater amount of cancer-destroy- 
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Where Is Your Money Going? 
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One way to measure what the post-war years will bring to us is to 
estimate what we are doing with the overflowing prosperity the war has 
created. It isn’t hard to. prophesy what will come to people who are us- 
ing the present easy money to create habits of extravagance, intemper- 
ance and wastefulness. When the war finally begins to collect its inevi- 
table toll, they will be bankrupt,—morally and physically. Others are 
Spiritually aware of the awful tragedy and contradiction which this flow 
of easy money represents and with a sense of responsibility for the future 
are impounding their share of this flow to safeguard and build America’s 
future. Is there any greater test of the value of religious character in the 
welfare of our country? 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


USTRIA. American and British officials—in Austria, for instance 

—have been hobnobbing intimately with the aristocratic conserva- 

tive elements. These Austrians speak English, have large estates and 

throw big parties to which Americans and Britishers are invited. And 
they also gave ardent cooperation to the Nazis! 

They are almost all Roman Catholic, and the Catholics also gave 
unstinted cooperation to the Nazis in Austria. Both American and 
Russian authorities have seized correspondence between the Catholic 
Bishop of Vienna and the Nazis in which the bishop pledged full 
cooperation with Hitler’s plans and which is signed, in the bishop’s own 
handwriting, with “‘heil Hitler” at the end of each letter. These same 
Catholic leaders are the main power behind the new Catholic people’s 
party which the American officials are backing. 

With the Catholic Church fighting Russia on every world front 
and American occupation authorities creating such strained situations 
where Russia and the United States are supposed to be cooperating, it 


is easy to see how Moscow adds it up to further evidence for cause for 
suspicion and distrust. 


Yan AND FRANCO. The Vatican is now carrying on a 

radio war against Moscow and the Russian occupation in Europe. 
Broadcasts are constantly charging the Russians with murder, rape 
and inhuman neglect in camps in the Soviet zone of occupation. But 
this is really a part of the diplomatic war over Spain and Franco. 
Moscow radios frequently charge the Vatican with responsibility for 
the murder and inhuman treatment in Spain of thousands of republi- 
cans who opposed Franco and, as a result, are still in prison camps. 

The American press gives ample space to the Vatican’s accusations 
against the Russians, but the Moscow charges of Vatican-inspired 
brutality in Spain are usually suppressed. American Catholic leaders, 


(continued on next page) 


GE Hinders Progress 
(continued) 

ing energy than is possible today 
with the best X-ray equipment, a 
fact recently disclosed by writers 
for the Federated Labor press who 
say that the betatron is similar to 
the atom-smashing cyclotron used 
on the atom bomb project. 

The labor press report states 
that the betatron was invented by 
Dr. Donald Kerst at the Univer- 
sity of Illinois in 1940. Dr, Kerst 
took his invention to General Elec- 
tric because that company was 
making high-voltage X-ray ma- 
chines. GE had Kerst develop a 
working model] of the betatron in 
their laboratories and, on the 
ground that anything produced in 
the GE laboratory was GE prop- 
erty, patented Kerst’s invention. 
For four years GE kept the beta- 
tron suppressed, probably in an at- 
tempt to maintain exclusive con- 
trol of all possible developments 
from the machine, and possibly be- 
cause it would compete with GE’s 
own high voltage X-ray equip- 
ment. 

The federal government’s Office 
of Scientific Research and Devel- 
opment, with the support of the 
inventor, finally forced GE to per- 
mit Allis Chalmers to make five 
20 million volt betatrons for the 
government. These machines were 
used to test shells and were also 
used on the atom bomb project. 
They were found to be more prac- 
tical and inexpensive ($75,000) 
than the 106 million volt betatron 
($300,000) which GE manufactured 
and released after V-J day. 

While General Electric was 
hoarding its knowledge of beta- 
trons, Germany began building 
them in 1944! 

GE’s refusal to produce beta- 
trons on a useful scale has also 
handicapped medical cancer re- 
search. Betatrons may enable sci- 
entists to treat cancers deep with- 
in the body which cannot now be 
helped with present equipment. 
According to Dr. Erich M. Uhil- 
man, director of the Tumor Clinic 
at Michael Reese, treatment can- 
not be perfected without more re- 
search—which requires more beta- 
trons, Yet six years after the 
betatron’s invention and four years 
after a working model had been 
built, cancer specialists and radio- 
therapists are not able to get 
enoug’ of these machines to carry 
on their health-giving, life-saving 
work. 


Nationalized Insurance 


A considerable tremor of appre- 
hension has swept the insurance 
world with the news that all 
French insurance companies are 
to be nationalized. 

Shareholders in the nationalized 
insurance companies will receive 
3 per cent government bonds in 
return for their holdings, and the 
state becomes sole owner of the 
companies. The companies wil] be 
directed by boards made up of gov- 
ernment appointees, representa- 
tives of subscribers and workers. 
Foreign insurance companies with 
branches in France were not in- 
cluded in the nationalization, but 
they must contribute to a Nation- 


(continued on next page) 








Nationalized Insurance 
(continued) 

al Bank of Reinsurance created by 

the law. 

With such moves on in England, 
New Zealand, Australia, Czecho- 
slovakia, Sweden and Denmark, 
the trend toward regarding insur- 
ance as a matter of wide public in- 
terest necessitating government 
management and direction be- 
comes more pronounced. The only 
individuals really affected by such 
changes, it might be added, would 
be the highest paid executives and 
the larger policy and stock owners. 


Power Fight 


The great offensive is about to 
begin on the part of private pow- 
er monopolies against public- 
owned utility companies. A power- 
ful new lobby, the Nationa] Asso- 
ciation of Electric Companies, has 
been organized and is backed by 
considerable funds. Another utili- 
ties group has been set up with 
the task of saturating press and 
radio news reports with private 
ownership propaganda, It will try 
to show that any effort to wrest 
water, fuel or power resources 
from the control of private monop- 
olies is a step toward communism. 


UAW Program 


Many significant points are to 
be found in the announced aim and 
program of the powerful United 
Auto Workers Union (CIO) head- 
ed by the dynamic, able, tough 
young Walter P. Reuther. Reuther 
is the most important figure 
among the new labor leaders. 

This union significantly an- 
nounced that it will seek to win 
for its workers: 

1. Annual wage contracts, 

2. Abolition of piece work sys- 
tems. 

3. Labor participation in man- 
agement. 

4. Increase of labor participa- 
tion in consumer and producer co- 
operatives, 

5. A company financed insurance 
and health plan for workers, pro- 
viding medical care for workers 
—a plan similar to the one John 
L. Lewis demanded for the coal 
miners. 

Contrary to popular impressions 
fostered by the anti-labor press 
and radio, Reuther is fighting the 
growth of communism in this un- 
ion and has established the policy 
that no communist can be a un- 
ion official, organizer or get on 
the union payroll in any other way. 


Quakers Aid 


Word is reaching this country 
from Quaker sources that the 
German prisoners of war still be- 
ing held in France are receiving 
treatment which equals and ex- 
ceeds former Nazi cruelties. Thou- 
sands of young German prisoners 
have died. All winter they slept on 
cement and earth floors without 
blankets, In one huge camp, one- 
fifth died from hunger during the 
past months. 

The Quakers, realizing that the 
large majority of these prisoners 
are lads scarcely out of their teens 
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X-Ray and Forecast (con:inued) 


under constant needling from Rome, are exerting both open and secret 
pressure to whitewash Franco’s regime. Large newspaper ads have 
appeared in several cities, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, 
endeavoring to defend Franco by playing up President Roosevelt’s 
conciliatory attitude toward the Spanish dictator, (These ads say 
nothing about the former president's crackdowns on Spain!) 

This, and the Pope’s repeated blessing of Franco via radio, are 
open recognition of the Vatican’s connection with fascism. Yet no one 
denies Franco’s long ties with Hitler and Mussolini, or his open 
collaboration with the evil pair. 


ATOM CIRCUS. In spite of all the public affirmations that the 

naval atom tests will be held this summer in the South Pacific, 
there is still a great amount of opposition to these tests that never 
reaches the public ear. Naval engineers are divided on the value of 
the tests. Many Navy engineers and atomic scientists are calling them 
a propaganda circus of questionable scientific value. What many experts 
want is “one ship at a time in really secret tests.” 

Also it is know that the bombs that will be tested are not the real 
atom bombs that we'll be prepared to use in case of war. “But an atom 
is an atom and we know so little about the results of their action that 
experts can learn a lot even if obsolete bombs are used,” seems to be 
the prevailing attitude inside the War Department. 


LECTION IN FRANCE, Press reports in this country made it 
appear that the French people turned to the right and away from 
socialistic trends in the recent election. The socialist-communistic 
coalition constitution was defeated and the French did turn away from 
a totalitarian socialism, which definitely would have led to communist 
party control, but they turned toward a democratic socialism. It is a 
hopeful and encouraging sign that the socialization of the west will 
continue on democratic lines instead of under one party rule. But the 
socialization trend continues at a strong pace in France and elsewhere, 
contrary to the impression the American press sought to create. 


Ne EAST. The second phase of the long-range plan to get 

American interests and military power interwoven with British 
imperialism in the Near East is now unfolding. The British have 
always guarded their oil monopoly in these regions against all com- 
ers. With the prospect of Russia’s emergence as a great power, a subtle 
change in policy was immediately discernible. This included inviting 
American oil interests to share in these tightly guarded British oil 
monopolies. 

Now great pressure is being exerted on America to share with 
Britain responsibility for Palestine and the Arabian world. Next you 
may see efforts to draw America into some system of armed occupa- 
tion of these areas. Such suggestions are already being heard in many 
quarters under the pretense that we must help stop the threat of war 
between the armed Jewish elements in Palestine and the Arabian states. 

American officials who wish to forestall such involvement of 
American armed power are urging joint United Nations action. But 
that brings Russia into the picture, and that would be most undesirable 
to the British, unless some UN political agreement could be made in- 
volving the use of British and American troops and excluding Russian 
forces. That hope hangs by the thread of Russian cooperation on a 
plan obviously aimed against the Soviet! 

In the meantime, Russia is quietly building up strong pro-Moslem 
sentiments in the Arabian world, with Moscow utilizing to the full the 
fact that there are millions of Moslems who are contented citizens of 
the Soviet. Neither Britain nor America can really counter such in- 
fluence. Any movement to establish American armed power beside 
Britain in the Near East is a definite step toward setting the stage 
for World War III. 


ASA IS HUNGRY. Many warnings are reaching this country that 

severe famine will soon be gripping Japan. Millions of Japanese 
are idle and have no means of livelihood. Streets of all cities are filled 
with returned soldiers who have lost their families or cannot locate 
them, while Japan’s farmers have hardly enough labor to produce 
food for themselves and their immediate villages. Famine in Asia 
will soon add pleas for help to the famine pleas of Europe. 


Quakers Aid 
(continued) 


who were in no way responsible for 
Nazism or the war and that many 
of them were forced into the 
Army, are ministering to them 
with the insufficient parcels of food 
and medicine available and with 
spiritual comfort. 

“We have been moved by the 
warmth of our reception in these 
camps. ... Our friendly approach 
means more than our scanty sup- 
plies, and we are asked every- 
where for Quaker literature in 
German,” report the Friends’ 
workers, 


Alibi 

As the British and Dutch troops 
killed thousands of Indonesians, 
carrying out the plan to recap- 
ture these “treasure islands” for 
the Dutch queen and to stabilize 
the tottering empire system, the 
British high command claimed 
that the British were only obeying 
General MacArthur’s orders to dis- 
arm the Japanese in Indonesia. 
The press, which played up the 
London alibi, has suppressed Gen- 
eral MacArthur’s reply that such 
an interpretation is untrue. 

General MacArthur said that he 
had had no part in such a deci- 
sion and that the orders came from 
“higher sources”’—referring to the 
American State Department and 
British Foreign Offices, which are 
both controlled by financial inter- 
ests having vast investments in 
the oil and tin of Indonesia! What 
is more, the British and Dutch did 
not disarm the Japanese, but in- 
corporated them as comrades in 
arms to help subdue the natives. 
London papers are now openly re- 
porting the beginning of the dis- 
arming job...after seven 
months of Japanese cooperation. 


Bottleneck 


Our State Departent is crippled 
in its efforts to represent the true 
interests of the people of Amer- 
ica by the manipulation of power- 
ful financial interests. Harold 
Ickes, former high government of- 
ficial, recently gave evidence as to 
how this is done when he stated 
that all diplomatic reports to our 
State Department frem around the 
entire world, apart from Latin 
America, are passed through the 
hands of Assistant Secretary 
James C, Dunn, a member—by 
marriage—of the wealthy Armour 
Company family. 

“This one man, conservative and 
reactionary, and of no outstanding 
ability, controls completely the 
flow of information upon which 
this country predicates much of 
its foreign policy. A report at va- 
riance with Mr. Dunn’s personal 
and limited views may be killed, 
and never be seen by the Secre- 
tary of State, his under-secretary 
or any other department official 
of high rank,” charges Mr. Ickes. 


OPA Plot 


It has been revealed that the 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers has spent about $400,000 in 
its advertisements and propaganda 
campaign to kill the OPA. 





